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Abstract

This research was conducted with the main objectives of 1) studying the way of life and cultural context of
the Akha community from the past to the present to promote culture tourism in the area and 2) presenting guidelines
for future planning for the Phahee community and designing architecture that could help promote culture tourism in
the area. Physical surveying of the area was utilized as one of the research instruments in obtaining information from
physical analysis, culture tourism theories, and planning and designing of public urban space theories. The analyzed
information was then used as a reference for the architectural planning and design for the community. The results
showed that the Phahee community, which is situated on the mountains near the border of Myanmar, was remarkable
for its tourism, agriculture and culture. Nevertheless, due to the passage of time and ever-changing society, the
culture of Akha has been fading away. In order to promote tourism in the area, multiple aspects of Akha traditions,
festivals, and activities such as “Purification with Holy Water”, “Walking through Pratoophee”, “Tumkhaopuk”, and
“ Bamboo Dance ” are adapted and modified to suit the modern era while still preserving and presenting the old way
of the festivals and activities. Furthermore, designs for multiple areas were recommended to accommodate the
potential influx of tourists. The research proposed the design of three areas including a welcoming area, a traditional
culture area, and an ‘Akha’s way of life’ area. The proposed design was aimed to help the community to manage
cultural tourism in the area to promote tourism activities such as culture learning, shopping and tourism as well as

preserve the Akha culture in order to strengthen the Phahee community’s economy.

Keywords: Culture Tourism, Ban Phahee, Akha Culture.
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