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Abstract

The aim of this research was to study factors and risk behaviors associated with smartphone use in children,
Songkhla province, and to determine a statistical model of such relationship. The population of this study consisted of
a total of 94,966 students in kindergarten level 1-3 and primary level 1-3 from 586 public and private schools in
Songkhla province in the academic year 2020. The stratified samples included 1,355 students from 88 schools. Data
collection was conducted through the questionnaire with an accuracy (IOC) of between 0.67 - 1.00. Chi-squared
analysis was conducted to study factors correlated with smartphone usage behavior in children, and logistic regression
subjects to predict the likelihood of risk behavior in children were conducted. It was found that risk factors affecting
smartphone usage behavior in children included parents, parents’ educational levels, and parenting levels. Children in
the care of the father and / or mother were 2.104 times more likely to have a higher risk of smartphone use than those
in the care of a relative. Children in the care of parents with primary, secondary, and vocational education were 0.430,
0.511, and 0.857 times, respectively, lower in risk behaviors than those with parents with undergraduate or higher
education. Children raised through low, moderate and high parenting levels were 2.209, 4.645, and 2.624 times,
respectively, more likely to have risk behaviors than those raised through highest parenting level. of The accuracy of

this prediction model was 76.5%.

Keywords: Risk factors, Parenting methods, Chi-squared analysis, Logistic regression
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