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Abstract

The role of cities as drivers of intergenerational mobility has been questioned in the last two decades as
urban poverty is rising in many cities worldwide. Some studies suggest that this phenomenon may relate to
increasing economic inequality in urban areas. To have a preliminary understanding of the recent trends in
intergenerational mobility in Bangkok, a megacity dubbed as an escalator for upward mobility, this research

examines the social status of 30 families from poor backgrounds whose ancestries were unskilled laborers migrating
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to Bangkok during the late 1960s to 1980s, a period in which Thailand’s modern economic development took flight.
The study found most of their children achieved upward mobility in education. Two thirds of them achieved upward
mobility in occupation, and one quarter of them achieved upward income mobility. The finding relates to their
limited access to quality education and skill development. Despite living in the city, their economic opportunities

and integrational mobility were still influenced by the disadvantaged backgrounds of their ancestries.
Keywords: Intergenerational mobility, Urban Poor, Migrant labor
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