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Abstract

This article examined the presentation of Thainess in The Mask Line Thai program. The study hypothesized
that The Mask Line Thai presented Thainess through the masked singers, program hosts, singing judges, and other
performances. In this study, Thainess referred to an entity assimilated between Thainess and Thainess from other
cultural realms and between Thainess and alienness. This cultural assimilation made the program interesting and
financially worthwhile. The data were collected from three sources, including documents, videos (episodes 1-20), and
online source. The results showed that The Mask Line Thai displayed two main forms of Thainess. The first form was
pure Thainess presented through three elements: masked singers, opening performances, and program hosts’ costumes.
The second form was the assimilation of Thainess presented in two aspects: assimilation between Thainess and
Thainess through masked singer costumes with at least two Thainess-based materials and between Thainess and
alienness. The aspect of assimilation was illustrated through three program elements: naming, performances, and
costumes. Thainess which was adopted and created in the program rendered it interesting and unique. As a result, the
average number of program viewers of The Mask Line Thai Program increased with a score of 2.91, which was higher
than that of the previous season, The Mask Singer, with a score of 2.31, . Moreover, The Mask Line Thai remained on

air due to its presentation of Thainess and evolved into a new season’s theme associated with Thainess.
Keywords: The Mask Line Thai Program, The Mask Singer Program, Thainess, Assimilation
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