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Abstract

Mae Mae village is well-known for homestays where visitors stay with local home owners. This research
aimed 1) to study physical characteristics of Mae Mae village, Chiang Mai, and 2) to propose guidelines for developing
architecture styles of homestays to promote the community-based tourism in Mae Mae village. Data were collected
from 13 most popular homestays and or local residents using field surveys and interviews. The architectural styles of
homestays are mostly related to physical factors, appropriate locations for settling, and environments promoting
lifestyle, local wisdom and sustainable development. In the present, the ecotourism is being known among Thai and
foreign tourists. Homestays are, moreover, a center where visitors are exposed to a variety of opportunities to enjoy
doing local activities and learn about lifestyles, cultures, and handicrafts. A simple life of the local communities is the
highlight that have all the tourists' attention. These activities can thus be seen as alternative local marketing which
attracts more tourists to the community. The implications of this research are valuable for promoting local tourism in

Mae Mae village, Chiang Mai and further developing neighboring communities.
Keywords: Architecture, homestay, life
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