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Abstract

This research has two objectives which are 1) studying factors and causes of violent behaviors of vocational
students 2) proposing effective solutions to prevent the violence among vocational students. The research was conducted
on the basis of qualitative methodology. In order to collect data, the interviews were performed with nine informants.
Among them, six were vocational students who were 18 years old and above, studying in the third year, and having
problems about their behaviors from three vocational schools in Samut Prakarn Province. However, these informants had
never been arrested by police officers from their inter-school violence. The other three participants were teachers who had
experiences on looking after vocational students at least 5 years. This study found that factors and causes of violent
behaviors of vocational students were that youth and students who were at the early teenage (about 14 — 16 years old)
were distracted easily, especially when there was a fight between schools, these students would shortly decide to
revenge their opposite school because, under the Thai laws, police officers could not arrest students who were under
18 years old. Moreover, media was another important factor leading to violent behaviors among vocational students.
Students who had family problems and had a bad relationship with their family tended to imitate violent behavior from
media. These students believed that they would receive attention and be accepted by friends if they used violent
behaviors. To propose effective solutions, the government should amend laws by changing the laws to be more
powerful when compared to the past because vocational students never felt that they had to respect and obey laws.
Moreover, many media channels still presented violent images and violent behaviors without censorship. Therefore,
the government should control the presentation of violent contents in all media channels and implemented the strategic
plan which required the cooperation from students, schools, police officers, government officers and community in

order to prevent inter-school violence more effectively.
Keywords: Vocational Colleges, Violent Behavior, Arguments among vocational students
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