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Abstract

Three main objectives of this research are 1) to study current situation of Burmese smugglers in Thailand
before and after the opening of ASEAN Community; 2) to analyze causes of Burmese smugglers before and after the
opening of ASEAN Community; 3) to propose solution to solve problem on Burmese smugglers in Thailand.
Qualitative research method was used to collect data in this research. Approximately, 13 intended participants were
interviewed. These 13 participants were selected from three categories which are 1) officers who work under crime
prevention that related to smuggling; 2) institutions, companies and public and private agencies who are working
related to Burmese migrants; and 3) Burmese smugglers who are currently legal or illegal migrant workers in Thailand
before and after the opening of ASEAN Community. This research found that 1) current situation of Burmese
smugglers in Thailand before and after the opening of ASEAN Community is different. After the opening of ASEAN
Community, the number of Burmese smugglers in Thailand decreased sharply. 2) There are five major causes of
Burmese smugglers in Thailand. These five causes are as follows: 2.1) there is higher minimum working rate when
compared to Myanmar; 2.2) the availability of occupations in Myanmar is limited; 2.3) there is a continuing conflict
on wars and politics; 2.4) the route of smuggling from Myanmar to Thailand is very easy; and 2.5) the immigration
law and punishment in Thailand are not very serious for smuggling. All of these five causes are the same cause of
Burmese smugglers to Thailand before and after the opening of ASEAN Community. 3) the effective solution to solve
the problem on Burmese smugglers in Thailand is the enactment of employment for migrant workers. In the long
term, Thai government and both public and private agencies, who work related to smuggling and illegal migrant
workers, should work together and have more strong law enforcement in order to continually prevent Burmese

smugglers.

Keyword: Smuggling, Burmese, ASEAN Community
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