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Abstract

Many cruise lines are still today reluctant to accommodate solo travelers. The purposes of this article are
1) to study elements of cruise functional management, 2) to study behaviors of solo cruisers, and 3) to suggest naval
architectural design approaches to encouraging solo cruise travel. Data were collected from case studies, theories and
the study of solo cruisers’ behaviors by interviews and observations, and blogs of experienced solo cruise travelers.
The data analysis revealed 3 types of cruise travelers: gamblers, leisure travelers and interest-specific travelers (i.e.
experience seekers). Differences in behaviors and space use patterns were observed among these different groups of
travelers. However, they were faced with the same obstacles. Certain adjustments therefore need to be made as follows
to support solo cruisers. First, reduce space of guestrooms and add a hostel type of room to reduce expenses of
travelling alone. Second, increase more open spaces for bars and restaurants as well as manage new furniture layouts.
Last, provide adequate facilities to enhance interactions of solo travelers. By following the “Form follows function”
principle, this new naval architectural innovation can be proposed as an approach to facilitating solo cruise travel and

open to further development.
Keywords: Cruise ship, Design approach, Solo cruise travel, Naval architecture
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