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Abstract

This article reports the results of the analysis of the themes in nine youth novels that won the Wankaew
Award for Youth Novel from 2002 to 2017. The analysis revealed that the novels shared two main themes: inadequacy
and compassion and two sub-themes: family and nature. This finding suggested that although the novels were written
by different authors, they similarly presented the stories of the main characters who encountered inadequacies, such
as loss of their beloved family members, poor physical well-being, and lack of acceptance. The authors exploited such
inadequacies as the main conflict of the stories and presented them as the main themes which were common among
the novels. The result implied that those inadequacies remained a problem in Thailand. In addition, it was found that
compassion was presented as a parallel main theme in each of the novels. This indicated that the authors conceived
compassion as a pivotal force. No matter it was expressed within the family, at schools, or even by other people, it
motivated children with those inadequacies to continue their life with strong minds, dare to face obstacles, grow up
being good people, and live with other people happily in the society. Considering the two sub-themes, the family
theme suggested that family had a profound influence on younger generations’ views and behaviors. Raised in an
appropriate way by parents who were good models, a child could grow up being a good person in the society.
Regarding the nature theme, the authors might find that human beings lacked compassion for the nature and the earth.
Therefore, presenting the nature theme in the youth literature could raise children’s and youth’s awareness of the

nature, so that they would love, cherish, and not exploit the nature and other living things.
Keywords: Wankaew Award-Winning Youth Literature, Themes, Main Theme, Sub-Theme
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