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Abstract

The purposes of this study were to 1) study the students’ piano performance skills when using a beginning piano
method with graphic notation and 2) investigate the student’s attitudes toward learning music. The target group was
Year 4 students studying in 2018 academic year who had never learnt how to play the piano and read musical
standard notation before. The piano practice method proceeded by presenting the students musical tunes with
multimedia graphics to show pitch and rhythm of the tune that allowed them to compare with their performance
while practicing the piano. The lesson took 5 periods in 3 weeks. In each period, the students practiced the tunes
from the graphic notation by themselves while teacher instructed and checked for the correctness of their piano
performance. At the end of each lesson, the teacher recorded each student’ s piano performance in order to be
evaluated by three experts consisting of one university music professor, one professional pianist and one
international school director. The piano performance was divided into three aspects, tempo, pitch and rhythm,
which were evaluated by the piano performance rubric. At the end of the study, the students were asked to answer
the questionnaire concerning their attitudes toward learning music. The collected data were analyzed by mean and
standard deviation. The findings revealed that with graphic notation, the students had developed a high level of piano
performance and they expressed great attitudes toward learning music. In addition, it was found that the graphic

notation method facilitated students' learning of how to play the piano within a short period of time.
Keywords: Piano, Graphic Notation, Practical Skills
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