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Abstract

The objective of this research is to study the potential of Ban Mae Sapok community, located at Mae Win
subdistrict, Mae Wang district, Chiang Mai province. which is the location of the Royal Project, Ban Mae Sapok
Community developed from the Royal Project Development Center to solve the problems of quality of life in all 8
aspects of human beings and is one of 39 projects. Ban Mae Sapok Royal Project is the first project that has grown
rapidly. A number of visitors coming to visit the area keep increasing continuously.An interesting issues are how
ready the community is to cope with the increasing number of tourists, how to conserve the culture and way of
community, and what aspects of ecotourism will affect In the community. There is still a lack of space that
encourages people in the community to fully show their potential, such as common areas centers for the promotion
of knowledge, wisdom, courtyard, tradition, etc. This research collecteds primary data using surveys to record
physical data of the general environment within the community, such as taking pictures of building areas within the
community and photographing the surrounding environment. Then ,the collected primary were used to draw the
layout of the community into an air map. The secondary data, were aiso collected from the development plans and
strategies from relevant government agencies and used to analyze factors that could affect the context of the
community. The primary data and secondary data were used to define the scope of education and present sustainable
community development guidelines. From the area exploration, it was found that the original population of the

n

community was Karen " Pga K'nyau" who, in the past, migrated to the north of Thailand. Most of Them were
agricultural workers and they had a close bond with agriculture and forests. They believed in spirits Buddhism, and
Christianity. At present, there were 688 people in the community. The total number of households was 226. Mae

Sapok community had a unique identity of Karen culture.
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The physical characteristics of the area were completely natural environment. The area was suitable for
agriculture and not far from Chiang Mai city.In 1983, the Royal Project in Mae Sa Pok area was used for the
agricultural promotion instead of growing opium with 121 households participating in the project. Villagers who
were not members of the Royal Project and did not undertake a career that was consistent with the Royal Project's
development policy made the development slower.

In addition, ther were and increasing number of tourists coming to the area to study the Mae Sa Pok Royal
Project. As a result, the villager’s way of life changed to meet the increasing needs of tourists, such as changing
traditional farmland to grow grass for elephants that were used in tours. The results of the study suggested the
effective use of lands and ares such as organizing some areas in the community as centers for identity learning, to
promote the potential of the community and integrate cultural tourism conservation strategies and community life. In
addition, the plan also suggested the community participation in various cultural activities of the community and the
publication of these beautiful cultures and activities to travelers. This would help the people in the community to feel
cherished and help to preserve the identity of the community which cold lead to a sustainable development in a
holistic way according to the royal initiative in carrying out the ways of living according to the sufficiency economy

of His Majesty King Rama IX.

Keywords: Mae Sa Pok royal project development center, community, master plan, landscape utility allotment, sustainable development
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