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Abstract

This research is a deconstruction of the viewpoints of the government officials within the justice system. The
objectives include 1) to study the theories on drugs and the addiction as well as the meanings of drug addiction in the
Thai society; 2) to study the concepts of justice procedure in Thailand concerning the drug addiction; 3) to analyze the
realistic drug addiction situation in Thailand as well as the concepts of Thailand’s justice procedures 4) to propose the
solutions concerning drug addiction problem for the Thailand justice system by using a qualitative method through a
documentary research. The research was firstly conducted on a series of selective available research studies done in
Thailand and internationally, of which the content involved the study on drugs. It was secondly delved into the
dimensions of justice procedures and in-depth interviews done on subjects who are active in the justice procedures, i.e.
court judges, law scholars, investigators, police officers, public prosecutors, and correctional department officers. The
study is based upon the postmodernism and post structuralism theories and superimposed on the Thai cultural
analysis. The interviewees’ selection criterion was carried through the theoretical sampling method. The research
findings revealed the overall picture of the drug problem, and the practice tendency of the justice procedures in
tackling the drug problems, both of which, over time, had established the unique definition of drugs. As a result, these
brought about the current approaches of justice procedures. It yielded a number of myths, among the partaking sectors,
i.e. the myths about drug concepts, drugs suppression, legal case diagnoses, laws, and mass media. Due to the fact that
the mass media communicated the process and set of definitions of drugs encoded with the aforementioned myths to
the public, where continual communication became a psychological game. The myths blanketed the society, and the
following practice caused the human rights violation by the justice procedures and ultimately sent a number of drug-
involved persons to the prison and overcrowded the place. This research proposes that these myths be eliminated and
call for a paradigm adjustment-paradigm of the definitions of drug usage, and also the definition of drugs, in order to
solve the drug problem realistically. This can be done through some methods, such as channeling the cases through
the public health measure which views that a drug user is a patient who is in need of rehabilitation, rather than
imprisonment. Decriminalization by decreasing the drug-involved cases not being brought to justice procedures will
be a rightful place of the drug-problem solution and more in line with the human rights rules. This challenge is

ultimately hoped to be a way to deal with the drug problem more efficiently.
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