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Abstract

This qualitative research aims to analyze the textual and visual signification in Thai and American horror
and supernatural power movie posters. In the analysis, 10 Thai and 10 American movie posters were collected by
means of a purposive sampling to be sources of data. The criteria was that the selected movies, either Thai or
American, had to be the top ten grossing movies in Thailand. Apart from the textual analysis, an in-depth interview
with experts was also conducted. The selected experts must specialize in the fields related to the production of
movies such as the marketing and movie promotion, art and design, photography, and movie poster design. The
results of the study revealed that there was a similarity between Thai and American movie posters in terms of the
communication and the transmission of meaning. The posters from both countries were creatively designed and
mainly aimed at presenting the content of movie. However, the poster design of an imported movie would normally
be restricted or closely controlled by the copyright owner of that movie. Without this limitation, the marketing and
distributing teams in a movie distribution company would be the ones who indicate the direction of communication
by putting an emphasis on creating an attractive commercial art rather than a general artwork in order to draw
attention from the audience. In addition, there was also a difference between Thai and American posters since most
Thai posters were likely to contain the images of Thai leading actors and actresses to attract the audience, meanwhile
the American movie distributors tended to highlight the significance of the movie’s content and timeline rather than

presenting the actors or actresses.

Keywords: Posters, Textual Analysis, Super natural power movie
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