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Abstract

The principal objectives of this research are to analyze motifs and tale types which appeared in the modern
horror tales on the Joylada application and to identify the factors that influenced the creation of the horror tales. This
analysis was conducted by using the motif index and tale types of Stith Thompson. Out of the top 50 ranked horror
tale, “In the Mystery Room” was the most popular story. It was found that the motifs were outstanding and
influenced the storyline into two categories. A) the motif of haunting and B) the motif of dealing with spirits.
Moreover, the researcher also analyzed and formatted the modern horror tales on Joylada application by categorizing
the tales that have “the same main event” as the same tale. These were classified into 9 categories: 1) Finding the
truth of the spirit, 2) Mysterious places, 3) Sixth sense, 4) Finding the doppelganger, 5) Humans helping the spirit, 6)
Help from the spirit, 7) Spirit’s revenge, 8) Challenging words from the spirit, and 9) Imagination about the spirit.
Furthermore, further analysis revealed that the motifs and tale types reflected the important factors that influenced
the creation of the horror tales. These factors included horror films, horror TV series, beliefs, using the Korean
artists to narrate the tales, urban legends, technology and media, homosexual literature, as well as the genres of the
author and the readers. The study of motifs and tale types of the modern horror tales on Joylada application helps us
to notice the evolution of the ghost story telling that has changed according to the era and technology. Evidently, it
can be proven that the universal concept and theme of humans have been passed down through their literature. At the

same time, it also reflects creativity that occurs according to the social context.

Keywords: Motif, Tale Type, Modern Horror Tales in the Joylada Application
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