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Abstract

Execution, imprisonment, confinement, imposition of, and forfeiture of properties are the penalties as stated
in section 18 of the Kingdom of Thailand Criminal Code. All the penalties have been enacted to punish those
committing crime. Consequently, this article mainly discusses the conceptual ideas and theories of punishment
including Retributive Theory, Compensative Theory, Deterrence Theory, Social Prevention, and Rehabilitative
Theory. 1) According to Retributive Theory, it is believed that all people have freedom of thought and action,
belonging to the Free Will doctrine. Therefore, when a person decides to do something, he must be responsible. In
contrast, when he commits a crime, obviously, the punishment will be given in return, as the result. 2) In
Compensative Theory, the regulation is holy things. 3) In Deterrence Theory, people commit deliberate offenses
before committing them. In order to prevent people from wrongdoing, the state, therefore, has to enact the law issuing
the guilt and punishment for the offense and to public. 4) In Social Prevention Theory, a punishment is meant for
preventing the society from recommitting crime, by isolating the wrongdoer from the society. 5) In Rehabilitative
Theory, which is the new conceptual idea, believing that the perpetrator is the patient and can adjust himself to be a

good man. Those referred conceptual ideas and practical in used in the Kingdom of Thailand Criminal Code.
Keywords: Criminal offender, Criminal penalty, Punishment theory
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