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Abstract

This research was aimed to examine the moderating effects of moral disengagement and perceived
anonymity on the association between maladaptive humor style (aggressive and self-defeating) and Facebook
bullying. Moral disengagement is the process of convincing the self in which ethical standards do not apply to
oneself in a particular context, facilitating engaging in unethical behavior without feeling distress. Perceived
anonymity is individuals perceive that their personal identity is unknown to others. Two hundred and nine Facebook
users who had had Facebook accounts for at least 6 months (aged 18-34 years) completed online questionnaires.
Using a hierarchical regression analysis, the results showed that 1) the percentage that Facebook bullying was
explained by maladaptive humor style, moral disengagement and perceived anonymity was 32.92%. 2) Aggressive
humor style was not a predictor of Facebook bullying by itself, but a significant predictor of Facebook bullying
together with the moderated effect of moral disengagement or perceived anonymity. 3) Self-defeating humor style
was a significant predictor of Facebook bullying by itself, showing negative effects on Facebook bullying when
moderated by perceived anonymity. The moderated effect of moral disengagement was not significant 4) Perceived
anonymity had negative correlation with Facebook bullying. Finally, maladaptive humor style, moral disengagement
and perceived anonymity were causes of Facebook bullying. This study also provides guideline for preventing

Facebook bully as well as solutions to the problem directly.
Keywords: Maladaptive humor style, Moral disengagement, Facebook bullying
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