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Abstract

In the midst of the cultural diversity, the world has progressed over time but how can the ethnic groups
maintain their ethnic identity? This article therefore aims to study the problems of ethnic groups in Thailand.
Related documents, literature and research papers were used as tools for data collection and analysis.

The study indicated that the governmental policies on security and economic development have greatly
affected the lifestyle of ethnic groups. Using control methods resulted in ethnic groups in the forest areas facing
various problems. They lacked the rights to manage resources in the community. Commercial agriculture, as put

forward by the state, made them less self-reliant and forced them to change their way of life, switch their career, and
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seek social space in a different context. Cultural identity has become a tool for tourism business. The relationship in
the community has changed.The power of money came to have more influence. Ethnic identity has changed for

various benefits.

Keywords: Ethnic groups, Ethnic identity, Governmental policy
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