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Abstract

The aim of this research is to study the causes and factors of drug problem in the areas of Phrae Province. It
also aims to study the causes and variables of a group of drug dealers who have to deliver narcotics through the areas
in Phrae Province as well as propos the approaches in preventing and suppressing narcotics with more efficiency in
the areas of Phrae Province. This study used in-depth interviews to collect data. There were 7 key informants,
including the alleged offenders in narcotics (drug dealers), police officers who take charge of preventing and
suppressing narcotics, and the officer from Drugs Suppression Operation Center in Phrae Province., The sampling
was obtained by purposive sampling. The interview form was divided into two sets of questions, which were
prepared for the drug dealers, police officers and the officers from Drugs Suppression Operation Center in Phrae
Province, and the data were then analyzed through content analysis. This research found that: 1. the causes and
factors of drug problem of people in the areas of Phrae Province are attributed to the causes and factors from family,
society, income, social values, and knowledge and understanding. 2. The causes and factors of a group of drug
dealers who have to deliver narcotics through the areas in Phrae Province are because this province is not too big
when compared to other provinces, such as Chiang Mai Province, and Chiang Rai Province. Nevertheless, this
province is simply used as the route for delivering drugs; moreover, there are no influential drug dealers in this area,
making it safer and less vulnerable to suppression. What’s more, the delivery routes through Phrae Province have no
areas connected to the borders while being able to use many roads for delivery, along with having only few setting
police checkpoints, and the lack of efficiency in information system of the police, making it easy to deliver drugs to
the central region or the next destinations, This also includes insufficient numbers of the officers stationing the
checkpoint, and less efficient tools and devices for working with low standard. 3. The approaches for preventing and
suppressing drugs with more efficiency in the areas of Phrae Province comprise three levels, which are national,

regional, and provincial levels.
Keywords: Prevention and suppression narcotics, Efficiency, Phrae Province
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