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Abstract

This study aimed to investigate trematode metacercariae infection in fish collected from Loei River, Chiang
Kan District, Loei province from March to July 2009. A total of 186 cyprinoid fish of ten species were randomly
collected and examined for metacercariae. Eight species of cyprinoid fish harbored the metacercariae of liver flukes
and/or small intestine flukes of the family Heterophyidae. The infection rates were 74.73% (139/186) and prevalence
of the metacercariae of liver flukes and small intestine flukes were 2.26% (90/3,984) and 33.06% (1,317/3,984),
respectively. The mean intensities of metacercariae were 28.66% (2.33-202.36 metacercariae/ fish) among the fish

collected. It was found that Cyclocheilichthys armatus contained the highest number of metacercariae of Opisthorchis
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viverrini (5.82 metacercariae/fish) whereas Mystacoleucus marginatus contained the highest number of metacercariae
of Haplorchis taichui (8.06 metacercaraie/fish). The highest numbers of Haplorchis pumilio metacercariae were found

in Cyclocheilichthys armatus (22 metacercariae/fish).
Keywords: Fish-borne trematode, Metacercaria, cyprinoid fish
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