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Abstract

The purpose of this research is to study the physical geography in order to design the Mekong Riverside
areas in Ban Tamui Community, Khong Chiam, Ubon Ratchathani to promote cultural tourism. The focus is on the
combination between the social integration and physical design for community. Methodologically, field survey was
carried out to explore community issues and needs, as well as cultural tourism development planning. The theory of
image of the city as well as the city plan design for waterfront recreation area were used in the analysis and planning.
The results demonstrated that Ban Tamui was a community located along the Mekong Riverside; it had a unique
landmark with beautiful riverside landscape, indigenous with natural tourism attractions like Sai Kaew Beach, Keaw
Phan Bok View Point, and had already got a cultural tourism plan. However, the physical nature still lacked the spatial
linkage and lacked physical development correspondingly to the future cultural tourism. This study suggested the
guidelines for the design of the Mekong Riverside path; to link the community area wtth cultural tourism attractions
and five activity areas; including learning center for Mekong’s way of living and culture, homestays and waterfront
stores, Ban Tamui agricultural learning center, Sai Kaew Beach View Point, and Keaw Phan Bok View Point that
would be developed into as the Mekong riverside’s tourism destinations, walkway and bike way of 1.22 kilometer
distance. In addition, street furniture such as direction signs, entrance arch, couches, lamps, rubbish bins, and trees,
and so on, were proposed using symbolic fish and Yang Luang tree, a local tree to form the community identity.
Moreover, community’ s public space such as old buildings should be renovated, and there should be a control of new
constructions so that they would fit well into the local context, physical nature, and at the same time maintain the
community culture and reflects the community identity more explicitly. These would help open new travelling routes
along the riverside in which activities such as cultural learning, tourism attractions, homestays and sideway stores, and
the riverside natural atmosphere was available and appropriate to accommodate the future cultural tourism that

promotes the community economy and sustainability

Keywords: Development, cultural tourism, Mekong River, Ban Tamui Community
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