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Abstract

This qualitative research utilized documentary analysis, key informant interviews, and focus group
discussions as research methods. Key informants and participants in focus group discussions comprised 20 school
administrators and teachers from two primary schools under the Office of the Basic Education Commission (OBEC)
in Pattani province and 10 school administrators and teachers from a primary school under the Provincial
Administration Organization (PAO), which were selected using thepurposive sampling method. The purposes of
this research were to examine the attitudes of school administrators and teachers towards decentralization of
educational administration and management in Pattani and to conduct a comparative analysis of the management
capabilities between primary schools under the OBEC and under the PAO.

The result revealed that school administrators and teachers from the primary schools in Pattani were found
to totally lack independence in the administration of their own schools. In particular, a continual education policy
alteration as a consequence of the unstable political circumstance disturbed the continuity of the decentralization
process. The comparative analysis of the management capabilities between primary schools under the OBEC and
under the PAO showed dissimilarities in a number of aspects, i.e. the flexibility and independence in their operation
as well as their learning standards. These dissimilarities reflected inequality in educational administration and

management which obstructed the development of the overall national education system.

Keywords: Office of the Basic Education Commission, Provincial Administration Organization, Decentralization
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