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Abstract

This research studies the beliefs and rites relating to Tai Hong Kong in Thai society. The research method
includes the focus group interview in order to gather data from forty persons who take care of three sanctuaries
of Tai Hong Kong which are at Poh-Teck-Tung Foundation, Huachiew Hospital, and Huachiew Chalermprakiet
University. Additional data were collected from the researcher’s observations and documentary studies. Research
findings are reported using a descriptive analysis.

The research reports that Tai Hong Kong has been a role model, public idol, and philanthropist in Thai-
Chinese society who made donation to charities in order to help people throughout his life. Because of his pious
conducts, his kind heart and his virtue, people who worship Tai Hong Kong believe that he could assist and protect
any lives and also bring forth prosperities in economy, education, and health. This belief, therefore, leads to the
construction of sanctuaries for Tai Hong Kong, where rites relating to Chinese festivals were performed annually,
such as the merit making on the Chinese New Year Day; the merit baskets spread for the poor; the tenth month
merit-making when worshipers switch to consuming vegetarian food. Rites are annually performed at Huachiew
Hospital and at Huachiew Chalermprakiet university. At Huachiew Chalermprakiet, a special ritual parade to
worship Tai Hong Kong is performed.

Findings from this research include a database of beliefs and rites, performed by groups of Thai-Chinese
people in Thai society. Tai Hong Kong can be a role model of the virtuous person who contributed to the well beings
of others without expecting anything in return. This quality has been inspired worshipers and followers to become
ethical in their conduct. His virtue has widely spread in Thai communities. This case of Tai Hong Kong shows that
members of thai society need an idol who can unite them in their faith and inspire them to take the righteous path.
These practices could spread and eventually inspire beliefs and rites reflecting the vibrant society and becomes a part

of social histories.

Keywords: beliefs, rituals, Tai Hong Kong, Thai society, roles
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