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Abstract

This research aimed to: 1) study the language use in Thai commercial names of businesses on Yaowarat
Road, and 2) understand reasons of naming businesses. One hundred and two names of businesses divided into
seven types of goods and services on Yaowarat Road were studied. Twenty-nine informants, either business owners
or staff, equivalent to one-third of the seven types of studied businesses were randomly selected to be interviewed.

The findings were reported as a descriptive analysis.
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The research result showed that two types of language use of commercial names of businesses ,1) naming
businesses in Thai, Chinese, or English and 2) transcribing Chinese or English names into Thai or Thai or Chinese
into English, were found. Of 102 shops, ten were found to name their businesses in Thai, Chinese, or English.Forty-
one were found to use two languages, Thai and Chinese or Thai and English. Fifty-one shops used three languages,
Thai and Chinese and English. Finally, the researcher found those businesses were named based on four reasons or
principles:1) easy pronunciation; 2) identification of goods or businesses; 3) easy communication; and 4) reflection

of modernity or social values.

Keywords: language usage, commercial name, Yaowarat area
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