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Thai-Chinese Merchants’ Ways of Life in the Old Yaowarat Market
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Abstract

This research studied the life of Thai-Chinese merchants in the old Yaowarat market of Bangkok. The

field research methods were used through interviewing 30 merchants of 30 businesses and 90 customers, three of
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each business. This study observed their ways of life and studied other documents in the form of descriptive
analysis .

The findings were focused in five areas which are as follows 1) The ancestors of Thai-Chinese merchants
were mostly from Shantou, Guangdong province in China. 2) Their ways of living were interweaved in Thai and
Chinese styles. 3) Their merchandises were mainly daily goods, especially fresh and dried food, showing that the
market served the customer’s routine needs. 4) Traditional practices were composed of their ancestral beliefs
following the principles of life cycle, and old Chinese teachings. 5) The harmonious ways of life had influenced on
the Thai-Chinese merchants through the formal education, marriage, profession, food and eating culture. These
findings could be a database of Thai-Chinese people in the Yaowarat area and also be tourist information supporting

a project of conserving the old Yaowarat market to be a historical tourist site.

Keywords: Chinese-blooded Thai merchants, ways of life, old Yaowarat market
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