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Abstract

This research on the implosion of meanings of “Naga in disguise” images in Thai mural paintings has the
objectives to acquire the understanding of the symbolism and implosion of meaning of “Naga in disguise” images in
Thai mural paintings. The research was conducted in the form of a qualitative research through the textual analysis
of “Naga in disguise” images in the Buddhist literature — of which the symbolic images of naga and human were

imploded. The samples were mural paintings from eight temples selected using the purposive sampling method.
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Theories of the implosion of meaning, along with Jakobson’s communication model, the language of paintings, and
the Body theory, were adopted as a guideline for the textual analysis.

According to the results, it was evident that the symbolism and implosion of meaning of
the “Naga in disguise” image comprised: 1) the dramatized body language that was inhumanly delicate; 2) the use of
dress code that symbolized naga; 3) the use of body color that reflected divine beauty; 4) the deduction of human’s
muscle characteristics to portray the sense of a celestial being; 5) the relations of duality between
the appearance of naga image and the intimacy with water source; 6) the spatial organization related to
the characters in the literature; 7) the use of the symbolic lines of halo with naga pattern. The results of this research
could be used to apply to the design of the “Naga in disguise” character in the media for the purposes of youth

training, socialization, and entertainment.

Keywords: implosion of meaning, Naga, Thai mural paintings
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