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Abstract

The objectives of the research “Identity in Architecture: Case Study of Jesuit Architecture Thailand” is to
study and verify the being of identity in architecture which results from dweller’s self-identity. As “self-identity” is
significant in dwelling normally, the study aims at trying to understand the relationships and reflection of self-
identity persistently on the identity in architecture.

The research is initiated by investigating notions from literatures of well-known philosophers and
architects which define and comprehend the influence of identity in architecture. Therefrom, architecture cases are
analyzed and compared, including 4 places of Jesuit architecture in Thailand which are 1. Xavier Hall Bangkok 2.
Seven Fountains Jesuit Retreat Center Chiangmai 3. Loyola House Nakorn Pathom 4. Bangsaen Church Chonburi.
The Dwellers, Society of Jesus or Jesuit, are a group of important Catholic priests that was founded in 1540 by Saint
Ignacio of Loyola, and named as “the friend of Jesus Christ.” The Jesuit states its own identity intensively through
the characters of poverty, humbleness, bonding to nature, friendship to God, and integration of knowledge through
their work. This “Spirituality” or Catholic way of life and thought in Christianity was shown clearly in Jesuit.

The results of the research are able to be interpreted into four aspects. Firstly, a human feels secure and
gets properly a sense of place when his own identity is organized and presented in the place. Thus, self-identity can
be reflected to the image of architecture. Secondly, the existence of identity is perceived due to the cognition,
derived from memories which are collected from experiences through the 5 senses. Thirdly, there are several
circumstances creating identity in architecture such as a need to communicate meanings, suitable designs reflecting
the identity of the group, or way of life creates its own identity. Finally, in the comparison of 3 places of Jesuit
architecture in Thailand (Xavier Hall, Seven Fountains Center, Loyola House) that are established entirely from the
needs of the group, the research has found that architectures in each places have a connection of similar characters,
reflecting the identity and spirituality of the group. Besides, they are clearly different from Bangsaen Church which

was initially shaped up by a different ministry.
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The knowledge from the research presents possibilities to creating identity in architecture and urges
architects’ awareness in giving architecture a value by working together with dwellers as a team and attending to

interpret dwellers’ abstract identity to reality.

Keywords: identity, architecture, Jesuit in Thailand
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