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Abstract

This article aimed to study the rules and procedures for the public hearings under section 56, 57 ,58, 59,
60, 61, 66 and 67 of the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2550. Legislation and draft of legislation
relating to listening to.public opinion with the Regulations of the Office of the Prime Minister of listening to public
opinion B.E. 2548, currently being used, are compared and studied. The study of the barriers, showing case study
and the good points of the process of listening to public opinion from abroad will offer a proper guidance to get the
opinions of people in Thailand.

The research results found that the public hearings had been done long time ago before the Constitution of
the Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2550 was adopted. But there was no clear format and rules of the public hearing.
Later, the Prime Minister promulgated for the first time since B.E. 2539 of the Regulations of the Office of the Prime
Minister of listening to public opinion by public hearing B.E. 2539 and was terminated by adopting the Regulations
of the Office of the Prime Minister of listening to public opinion B.E. 2548 to be used as criteria in management
about listening to public opinion. However, due to the process of public hearing under Regulations of the Office of
the Prime Minister of listening to public opinion by public hearing B.E. 2539, it encountered several barriers so that

it did not meet the objectives and purposes as the Constitution requires. However, despite the Regulations of the
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Office of the Prime Minister of listening to public opinion B.E. 2548 to terminate the Regulations of the Office of
the Prime Minister of listening to public opinion by public hearing B.E. 2539, there were still several drawbacks.
Since the Prime Minister's Office regulations is only the legal status of the management party. It may not guarantee
the freedom of the people as the Act. In addition, the content of the Regulations of the Office of the Prime Minister
may lead to practical problems such as the discretion of the Government in choosing the form of public hearings on
the individual projects, the neutrality of the agency held a public hearing, and the problems in the conclusion of the
public hearing to make the decision of a state agency.

So the author suggests adoption of the Act to support section 56, 57, 58, 59, 60, 61, 66 and 67 of the
Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand BE 2550 and proposing to establish rules and procedures for the
management of the public hearing. Since the initiative process is to call for a public hearing and promoting the basic
information of the project, the committee sets relating to listening to public opinion and the announcement of the
summary of the public hearing. Also it should announce the/decision of the‘authorities in implementing the project

with the reasons of decision making to use as guidance to get the opinions of people in Thailand.

Keywords: Problems and Model, Public Inquiry, Maewong Dam
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