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Abstract

The objective of this research is to (1) study and analyze the principles of battlefield offensives in the
context of the Romance of the Three Kingdoms; (2) discover ways to adapt situations found in the Romance of the
Three Kingdoms to real life offensive strategies; ( 3) increase readers’ understanding of the principles behind
offensives and the Romance of the Three Kingdoms as a whole. The study will utilise the Thai edition of the
Romance of the Three Kingdoms, as translated by Chao Phraya PhraKhlang (Hon) and will compare'the strategies
found to the tactics expounded in the Basic Tactical Manual for the Infantry and Cavalry (MS 1002), published by
the Military Sciences Department of Chulachomklao Royal Military Academy. The researcher found that Zhuge
Liang’s first battle at Bowang used strategies that are consistent with present-day‘principles, namely: (1) gaining and
maintaining battlefield advantage; (2) provide relief; (3) exploit the enemy’s discovered weaknesses; (4) takeover
and maintain control of strategic geographical points; (5) maintain the initiative; (6) reduce the enemy’s ability to
mount a counter-offensive; (7) use long-range barrages to facilitate infantry charges.and other tactical maneuvers;
(8) reinforce offensives; (9) channel a superior number of troopstoa precise location and time for the decisive
engagement; ( 10) build on success; and (11) take precautions @and ensure security for troops. Zhuge Liang’ s
harmonious planning and strategy, which is consistent-with accepted'modern day methods, led to victory in this
battle. Thus, through study of the Romance of (the Three Kingdoms, readers would be able to increase their
understanding of offensive strategies, as well as literature. The Romance of the Three Kingdoms can therefore be

said to be a valuable resource, both in terms.of literature, as'well as a text for battle tactics and strategies.

Keywords: romance of the three kingdoms; offensive strategy, battlefield strategy, aggressive
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