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Abstract

This research is a qualitative research that used content analysis of documents and interviews of 10
Generals of the Royal Thai Army were selected through purposive sampling method. Half of interviewers are former
high ranking officers and another half are still in the military service. The purposes of this research are to study the

political role of the incumbent Thai Army Commanders after the Black May 1992 uprising, and to study the factors
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that made the incumbent Thai Army Commanders into politics. The results showed that the political role of the

incumbent Thai Army Commanders after the Black May 1992 uprising still remains as the one that serves to

maintain peace of the country. Moreover, political conflicts in Thailand over the last decade have pulled the Thai

Army Commander into the role of conflict mediator. In addition, any offensive military intervention nomination of

officers and the monarchy that had been affected by the movement of political groups are another two righteous

factors that has pull the Thai Army Commanders to maintain a significant Thai political role all along.

Keyword: the political role, the commander-in-chief royal Thai army, black May
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