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Abstract

The objectives of this qualitative research study were to explore the experts’ perspectives in the field of
journalism and political science towards the roles of newspaper in the political socialization today and to provide
guidelines for the development of the newspaper role in the future. The method of data collection is through in-depth
interviews with eight experts in the field. Research Results, The results showed that newspaper plays a role for
transferring of political knowledge regarding ‘transferring of constitution and cabinet of information’ and
transferring of political process of information regarding ‘the election processes’. For the transferring of information
of public administration role, newspapers mostly focus on presenting the data from the administration center rather
than regional and local units. For cultivation of democratic attitude, newspapers play a significant role in cultivating
people's discipline and instructing rules and regulations of its citizens. With regards to promoting political
participation, national newspapers have a role in promoting the right to vote, monitoring of election campaign, and
encouraging people to attend political rallies. For development of the newspaper role in the future, the results
indicated that newspaper should provide an investigation insight for its readers, nurture political knowledge to
enhance reader's understanding of a citizen role in a democratic way and expand their communication channels to
social media. Additionally, the professional association of newspaper should collaborate with political institutions to
organize workshops in political issues including activities for youth, students, and the public continuously. In
promoting political participation, newspaper should play a key role in hosting the public forum for political
candidates to meet with the public. Newspapers should also provide representatives an opportunity for raising
questions from policies of the various political parties and report the events honestly in order to promote and

encourage real participation.

Keywords: roles of newspaper, political socialization
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