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Abstract

Pa Hiao in Lanna language means cemetery. In the past, it was the place designated for burial and cremation
only. Lanna people regarded it as a preserved and sacred place, only for the ghosts. Later on the use of Pa Hiao has
changed. At present, Chiang Mai Municipality designated it as multifunctional area. Activities conducted in Pa Hiao
were totally different from the past. This research aimed to understand this phenomenon, to find the relationship
between Chiang Mai people’s worldview and wisdom and the use of Pa Hiao from the past to the present time. Data
were gathered from related documents, site survey and depth interviews of users’ administrators, ritual performers
and people who lived around the sites. The findings showed that the changes in physical use of Pa Hiao were the
results of changes in Chiang Mai people’s worldview. This worldview was changed according to socio- culture and
political influences. The old norm was changed by law. Local community lost the sense of belonging to this former
“community area”. The law enforced from Bangkok, the political center, had separated the cultural tie that bound
local people and Pa Hiao. However, Pa Hiao can reflect the ability to adapt to existing under changing

circumstances.

Keywords: Pa Hiao, local cemetery, cultural landscape, worldvie
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