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Abstract

The purposes of this study are 1) to analyze the distribution of English word stress and 2) to create an
English word stress handbook of 1,693 content words found in the Person to Person: Communicative Speaking and
Listening Skills’ Student Book. The pronunciation of all words was transcribed from the International Phonetic
Alphabet in the Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary 2010, using Received Pronunciation (RP). The number of
syllable and stress patterns was also analyzed. The results showed that: 1) the most frequently found words were
comprised of 2 syllables word (704 words or 41.58%), 1 syllable word (655 words or 38.69%), 3 syllable words
(263 words or 15.54%), 4 syllable words (62 words or 3.66%), 5 syllable words (8 words or 0.47%), and 6 syllable
words (1 words or 0.06%), 2) the target words with the number of syllables and stress patterns were 2 syllables
word consisted of all patterns and 3 syllable words consisted of 3 stress patterns. Regarding 4 syllable words, it was
indicated that 3 patterns were found included first syllable, second syllable and, third syllable stress pattern. In 5
syllable words, 3 patterns were also found included second syllable, third syllable and, fourth syllable stress pattern,
but they did not consist of first and fifth syllable stress patterns. It was also found that there was a fourth syllable

stress pattern for 6 syllable words.

Keywords: distribution, stress
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