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Abstract

The purpose of this research is to examine the content, factors and obstacles that contribute to the survival
of a Thai traditional dramatic performance called “Likey”. It is specifically intended to investigate the Chaiya-Ann
Mitchai Likey group by adopting three qualitative research methods, including participatory observation, in-depth
interview and documentary analysis using the data collected from the head of the Likey group, performers, Pi-Phat
ensemble instrument players, spectators, and others participants, in total 23 interviewees. The data are analyzed,
synthesized and concluded according to the purposes of this research. The findings are as follows.-1) There has been
a downward trend in terms of the number of spectators, the performance (singing and dancing), and the stories
adopted by the group. 2) The contents of a local media case study of the Thai traditional dramatic performance
group, Chaiya-Ann Mitchai Likey, found that there was improvisation, a stage, patterned cloths, props, scenes and
actors. The adapted contents were dancing, singing, the plot and music. In the future, adaptation and improvisation
could be important to both the survival of Likey and the Chaiya-Ann Mitchai Likey group. 3) The factors that
influenced and obstructed the Chaiya-Ann Mitchai Likey group were the performers, the popularity of each
individual, appearances, time and health, the group’s financial and cultural capital, age, the number performers, Pi-
Phat instrument players, maintenance of good relationships and management. In addition, other influential external
factors were the current economic, social and cultural conditions, surrounding contexts, modernity, the advancement

of technology, fan clubs, competitors, weather and location.

Keywords: adapting to survive, traditional dramatic performance “Likey”, Chaiya-Ann Mitchai Likey group
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