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Abstract

This research was aimed to study the effect of students’ viewpoint on authentic learning for the Man and
Health Behavior course through aspects or feelings toward authentic learning, the students’ learning attitude
(learning enthusiasm), and changes observed in the students. The study involved 109 second-year students in the
Bachelor of Nursing Science Program who enrolled in the 1" semester of academic year 2011. There ware 98.2
percent of the students, or 107 students, participated in this study. Assessment tools used in the study consisted of a
questionnaire to evaluate the effect of authentic learning on understanding of real human life, which was adapted
from an evaluation of authentic learning for students in the Education Reform Project of Praboromarajchanok
Institute. The results showed that the students had adjusted their aspects and feelings toward authentic learning by
participating in 4 activities: 1) collection of data from storytelling; 2) sharing of ideas and opinions within groups; 3)
large-group presentation; and 4) teachers’ recommendation, acceptation, and analysis. Analysis of data showed the
following mean values for students’ feelings: 3.43 for enjoyment in learning (SD = 0.44); 3.09 for understanding in
learning (SD = 0.30); 3.25 for interest in learning (SD = 0.28); 3.57 for confidence in learning (SD = 0.64); and 3.38
for learning attitudes (learning enthusiasm) (SD = 0.54). In addition, the study also found that the students

experienced self development as a result of authentic learning at the mean of 3.59 (SD = 0.84).

Keywords : authentic learning, human understanding
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