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The Usage of “Thotsakan, the TenFace” Figure in Thai Mural Paintings for New Media
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Abstract
This research aims to study the usage of “Thotsakan, the TenFace” figure in Thai mural paintings for new
media using a concept from Thai mural painting, King Rama I’s original play titled “Ramakien”, Semiology,

Intertextuality, visual communication, a concept of new media, and 2 related media researches: “Communication
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and Meaning in ‘Thai New Hybrid Comics’” and “The Symbolism of ‘Mara’ in Temple Murals” as study guides.
This study uses a qualitative research method via textual analysis, focusing on Thai mural painting titled
“Ramakien” that appears on a royal cloister at the Grand Palace. The study shows that: 1. Thotsakan figure that
appears in Thai mural painting can be divided into 2 major forms: original giant form and in disguises. Overall,
Thotsakan figure mainly represents sly evilness, intelligence, and power through the “symbol of giant” that needs to
be interpreted by social learning process. The figure has been used to foster virtue by emphasizing an ideal moral
that “Evil-will be defeated, always”. Thotsakan’s major symbols are 10 faces and 20 hands with dark green body.
The Thotsakan figure is presented with the perception of a tricky monster with galant remark. 2. The characteristic
of Thotsakan, the TenFace, that appears in Thai mural painting on the royal cloister at the Grand Palace has been
portrayed by 4 methods: 1) Captions, 2) Intertextuality, 3) Diminution, and 4) Binary Opposition. 3. There are 3
guides on how to use “Thotsakan” figure in new media: 1) applications of cinematography and computer graphic, 2)

computer animation technique, and 3) a combination of global presentation and local content.

Keywords: Thotsakan (TenFace), Figure in Thai Mural Paintings, New Media
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