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Social Values Reflected through Public Grief News: A Case Study of 2011 Flood News Reported

in Thailand’s Newspapers
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Abstract

This qualitative study aimed to explore understandings of social values that reflected through the public
grief news on the 2011 floods in Thailand’s newspapers. Researchers analyzed contents and graphics of 388 news
from 3 newspapers - Thairath, Daily News, and Kom Chad Luek, between 1st of August 2011 and 30th of
November 2011. Results of the study showed 6 main values as 1) Capitalism value, depicted severity of loss,
included amount of the death, flooding areas, and damaged value; 2) glorification value, the value to glorify

someone who helps solving problems; 3) customs and rituals values, the value to express their believes in sacred
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items or things; 4) local wisdom glorification value for managing the crisis; 5) companion advantage-focused value;

and 6) humanity adherence value for living together within Thai society including the elder, pets, and so on.

Keywords: theme values, grief news, flood news
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