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Karen Community Site Planning: A Case Study Mae Kapaeng, Chiangmai Province
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Abstract

This project was aimed to study development of the Mea Kapeang community in the physical, economic
and social aspects from the past to the future. In addition, this study also analyzed the growth trend of the population
in such community in order to plan sufficient infrastructures, public utilities and public services. Mea Kapeang is
located at the mountainous cluster of peaks and valleys 1500 m above sea level, with a cool climate year-round. It
has become steadily more popular. Now it has a reputation for some of the most rugged scenery and steepest roads
in the North, and occupies one of the Kingdom’s most remote corners - in a bulge along the Northern border. There

is a ridge suitable for agriculture where these colorful hill tribal natives bent double over their vegetable gardens, or
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in their small orchards. Sustaining the community has therefore become an essential element for development and

usually depends on the economic, social and cultural benefits of the community and its environment. A holistic

approach to sustainability requires a new approach in architectural design, planning and development. Thus, in

designing communities, architecture has to take into account social, cultural, economic and environmental aspects.

Keywords: Mae Kapaeng, master plan, zoning, sustainable development
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