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Cultural Heritage towards the Development of Wat Chumpa Community
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Abstract
Wat Chumpa community is located along Khlong Bang Ramard canel, which is in Talingchun district,
Bangkok, Thailand. It is worthly of preservation because the history of Wat Chumpa community, dating back to the

early Rattanakosin period, and it reflected the community's way of life on the waterfront. However, the present
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lifestyle of the people in the Wat Champa community had become more and more modernize. Not only the
development of the community, this area used to comprise of the vernacular canal house and agricultural land that
had been converted to modern buildings. The transformations had changed the attitudes and behaviors the members
of the community towards the community’s architecture. Due to the changing of attitudes, some people had thought
that vernacular architecture was obsolete. Hence, some vernacular housing units had been demolished or adapted to
fit the modern lifestyle. If the situation persists, the waterfront community could have been eventually decayed. The
research found the strategies of community preservation, in term of the cultural tourism. The design strategy is
attempted to integrate the community participation combined with the Tourism activity. According to, the master
plan focuses on Wat Chumpa temple which aimed to be the center of development and open spaces improvement
for a better quality of life. Therefore, this research was focused on the context of the community and the analysis of
factors that affect the urban context of the social, economic, cultural and the physical environment. This is the
context that shaped the way of the community. This study proposes an integrated design flow based approach to

sustainable development of the Wat Chumpa community.

Keywords: community, master plan, sustainable development
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