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Knowledge and Knowledge Management of Community Forest: A Case Study of

Kao Aypode Community Forest, Subtakean Subdistrict, Chaibadan District, Lopburi Province
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ABSTRACT

This study had the objective to investigate the knowledge and the knowledge management process of the
community, relating to the community forest management case study of Khao Aypode, Subtakean sub-district,
Chaibadan district, Lopburi province, Thailand. Secondary data were collected from documents and field data were
gathered by observation, interview, meeting with the community forest committee, the community leaders, and
related organization representatives.

From the study, it was found that Khao Aypode community forest had a diversity of herbs. The development of
the forest could be divided into 3 periods, which were the community settlement period, the most decadent forest
period, and the restoration period, to preserve the forest and natural resources. The knowledge of the management of
the Khao Aypode community forest consisted of knowledge about forest resource management, which included
survey, reservation activity plan, ritual and tradition, forest restoration, forest fire management, forest inspection
and illegal activity supervision, utilization of community forest, and the knowledge on organization management
using the format the of Khao Aypode forest preservation community. The budget management and community forest
management was divided into 2 parts: the budget for the sub-district management plan from the
government, and the additional budget by arranging an-‘annual community forest preservation activity, donations
and rewards from the community. The management of the knowledge on forest management had the following
process: 1) searching for knowledge by studying from documents and group discussion, 2) creating and finding
knowledge by studying documents, seminars and work study, 3) managing the systematic knowledge by creating
a Khao Aypode herb manual, 4) processing and filter of the knowledge by creating a s course and small guide
activity, 5) accessing knowledge by using a Thai medical student as a resource person with organization
inside and outside the community, 6) sharing and exchange knowledge by meeting and studying the work
between the environment network and 7) learning by using knowledge and real experience to apply with the
community forest management activity planning. The way of developing knowledge and knowledge management on
community forest management included establishing a learning center on ecology and herbs, and recruiting forest
management personnel from people from every group to promote the products from the community forest as a

community enterprise to generate family income.

Keywords: knowledge, knowledge management , khao aypode community forest
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