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Abstract 

A chondroitin sulfate proteoglycan consists of a core protein backbone with one or more covalently linked 

chondroitin sulfate side chains. Chondroitin sulfate is made up of repeating subunits of N-acetylgalactosamine alternating 

with glucuronic acid residues. These molecules are ubiquitously located, and may be present intracellularly, on the cell 

surface and in the extracellular matrix. Although they were previously thought to perform mainly structural roles in the 

body, recent studies have shown that they are of fundamental importance in regulating various physiological and 

pathological processes and are able to bind to different growth and signalling factors. In this talk, recent data will be 

presented to show the expression and functional significance of these molecules in various cancer types. Their potential use 

in patient prognosis and treatment will also be discussed. 
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