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Abstract

In recent years, Chinese animated cinema has continuously expanded its aesthetic boundaries through mythological
adaptation and genre innovation. As a phenomenon-level work, Ne Zha 2: The Demon Child Conquers the Sea not only
achieves notable breakthroughs in narrative and visual expression but also constructs a narrative mode that combines emotional
intensity with value stability through the aesthetic structure of integrating humor, tragedy, and moral affirmation. Existing
studies have largely examined the film from perspectives such as cultural subjectivity, myth reconstruction, industrial
aesthetics, and value expression, while paying insufficient attention to its specific affective operating mechanism. Building
upon previous scholarship, this article adopts approaches from affect studies and narrative analysis to investigate how the film
transforms rebellious narrative through the coordinated operation of comedic modulation, tragic emotional intensification, and
positive value closure, thereby guiding audiences toward value identification along an affective path that is accessible,
empathetic, and recognizable. This study argues that Ne Zha 2: The Demon Child Conquers the Sea does not construct meaning
merely through ideological proclamation or narrative subversion; rather, it transforms potentially tension-laden rebellious
narrative into affective experience that can be broadly accepted through the gradual unfolding of its emotional structure. By
foregrounding the film’s affective operating mechanism, this article supplements existing scholarship on Ne Zha 2 and offers
a new analytical perspective for understanding how contemporary Chinese animated cinema achieves an aesthetic balance

among rebellious expression, emotional regulation, and audience identification.

Keywords: Integrating Humor, Tragedy, And Moral Affirmation; Rebellious Narrative; Affective Operating Mechanism,
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