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Abstract

This study investigates the role of Chinese calligraphy in elementary Chinese language learning among first-
year students from the Chinese Department, College of Liberal Arts, Rangsit University. A mixed-methods approach
combining quantitative and qualitative research methods was employed. During an eight-week instructional period (16
class hours), data were collected from 100 students to examine changes in Chinese character writing performance,
vocabulary retention, and learning attitudes before and after the integration of calligraphy instruction. Research
instruments included Chinese character dictation tests, vocabulary recognition tests, and classroom observations. The
results show that calligraphy instruction significantly improved students’ Chinese character writing performance: the
proportion of students with non-standard stroke writing decreased from 68% to 32%, while the proportion of students
able to write characters according to standard stroke order increased from 45% to 76%. In addition, the percentage of
students who could correctly recognize character forms in vocabulary tests increased from 48% to 78%, and the proportion
of students experiencing anxiety when learning Chinese characters decreased from 62% to 28%. These findings suggest
that integrating calligraphy into elementary Chinese instruction not only enhances the accuracy and standardization of
character writing but also strengthens vocabulary retention and promotes more positive learning attitudes toward Chinese.
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