
 

 
 

 
 
Lop Buri 

Lop Buri or Lopburiid is situated North of Bangkok in the south-central area of 
Thailand. Founded as Lavo in the 5th–7th centuries, the city was incorporated 
into the Khmer empire of Angkor in the 10th or 11th century as an important 
provincial capital. In 1351, Lopburi became the centre of the kingdom of 
Ayutthaya and later the City became the summer capital of Ayutthaya during 

the reign of King Narai. At that time the Palace was in glory exemplified the traces of water irregation systems, as well 
as other facilities introduced into the Country especially the Diplomat relations between Thailand or Siam at that time 
and France, the setting of the Fiction, “Love Destiny.” Thereafter the town declined, and many of its buildings were 
decayed. It is now one of Thailand’s major historical sites. 
 
King Narai's Palace 

The King Narai's Palace in Lopburi was built by King Narai the Great, the king who ruled 
Ayutthaya from 1656 to 1688. He ordered the palace built in 1666. King Narai stayed at the 
Palace for 8–9 months a year, except during the rainy season. He designated Lopburi as the 
second Capital of the Ayutthaya Kingdom. The palace was a place for relaxation, hunting, 
administering the country's projects, and welcoming official visitors, particularly foreign 
dignitaries. After decease of King Narai in 1688, the Palace was abandoned and Ayutthaya 

resumed the centre of all administration. 
Years later, in 1856, King Mongkut or King Rama IV of  Rattanakosin Period or 
the present dynasty ordered the restoration of King Narai's Palace. A new throne 
hall complex (Phiman Mongkut Pavilion) for his stay. He also renamed the palace 
Phra Narai Rajanivet or the Royal Residence of King Narai the Great. In later reign 
of King Chulalongkorn's (Rama V), the complex of Phiman Mongkut Pavilion, the 
Royal Residence of King Mongkut, became the Government Building or Lopburi City Hall. On October 11, 1924, 
Prince Damrong Rajanubhab and Prince Narisara Nuvadtivongs made the Chantarapisarn Pavilion in King Narai's 
palace a Museum or known as the Lopburi Museum. Later, in 1961 the name of the museum was officially given as 
Somdet Phra Narai National Museum. To date, the museum has exhibited more than 1,864 items of the collections of 
ancient artifacts displayed in different pavilions and buildings of the palace. 
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Baan Wichayen or Wichayen Mansion 
Baan Wichayen was the residence of the French envoy that visited the Ayutthaya 
Kingdom in the 17th century. The ruins of Baan Wichayen, or so called Wichayen 
House are found near King Narai’s Palace in the center of Lopburi town. 
Surrounded by high walls, the large complex consists of several European style 
buildings constructed in the 17th century by King Narai the Great for the visiting 

French envoys. The residence was first known as “Ban Luang Rab Rat Thut”, which translates to “Royal House to 
receive dignitaries.” 
King Narai the Great ruled Ayutthaya during the second half of the 17th century. The King himself established 
intensive diplomatic relations with a number of European countries, especially France. 
The first envoy to visit King Narai was Chevalier de Chaumont, the ambassador of King Louis XIV of France who 
visited King Narai and his advisor Constantine Phaulkon in 1685. A low relief sculpture in the Dusit Sawan Thanya 
Maha Prasat Throne Hall of King Narai’s Palace depicts Chevalier de Chaumont presenting a Credential Paper to King 
Narai at the Grand Palace in Ayutthaya in 1685. 
It is believed that the Palace buildings were designed by Constantine Phaulkon, who was a Greek adventurerarriving at  
Siam as a merchant and later became one of the most influential counselors of King Narai. Later the mansion became 
Phaulkon’s residence and was renamed after his title, Chao Phraya Wichayen. After the decease of King Narai, 
Phaulkon was executed by the next King because it was believed that he planned to become King himself. 

 
Ayutthaya Kingdom 

Ayutthaya, in full name as Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya, can also be written in 
English as Ayudhya, Ayuthia, or Ayuthaya, town and former capital of the Tai 
state of Ayutthaya (Siam) located in central Thailand, about 55 miles (89 km) 
north of Bangkok. The site of immense temples and other structures that are 
important both historically and architecturally, Ayutthaya was added to 
UNESCO’s World Heritage List in 1991. 

The town was founded by Ramathibodi I about 1350 on an island formed by the confluence of the Chao Phraya, Lop 
Buri, and Pa Sak rivers. The modern state of Thailand can be said to date from its founding, for the kings of Ayutthaya 
extended their influence until their state became one of the most powerful in Southeast Asia. Its territory extended over 
all of present-day Thailand, except the far east and far north, and along the Bilauktaung and Dawna ranges within the 
territory now constituting southeastern Myanmar (Burma). The town, often referred to as Krung Kao (“ancient 
capital”), flourished for more than 400 years and at its height may have supported hundreds of thousands of residents. 
Most of the architecture, art, and literature of Ayutthaya was destroyed in the sack of the city by the armies of the 
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Myanmar king Hsinbyushin in 1767, marking the end of the kingdom. A new Tai kingdom was established to the south 
at Thon Buri, on the Chao Phraya opposite modern-day Bangkok. 
 
Chao Sam Phraya National Museum 

Chao Sam Phraya Museum is located on Ayutthaya's city island at Rojana Road 
King  Intharacha (1409-1424), who once on the throne as King Borommaracha II 
(1424-1448) ordered the construction of Wat Racha Bun or the Monastery of 
Royal Merit (presently called Wat Racha Burana) on the cremation site of his 
two elder brothers. In ancient times Khlong Chakrai Noi ran west of its premises. 

Three monastic structures were formerly located on this site being Wat Pa Nai, Wat Jingjok and San Chao Thong. The 
museum was specially built to display the objects excavated at Wat Racha Burana and Wat Maha That in 1957 and 
1958. The national museum was inaugurated on 26 Dec 1961 by HM King Rama IX. The construction of the Chao Sam 
Phraya museum was funded by the proceeds from the auction of votive tablets discovered in the crypt of Wat Racha 
Burana to the public. A sum of 3.416.928 Baht was raised. [1] The museum was the first to present a modern form of 
exhibition and is the most important of the Phra Nakhon Sri Ayutthaya province. 
 
Wat Ratchaburana 

Wat Ratchaburana was built by King Borom Ratchathirat II at the place where 
both his brothers died (they killed each other) during a fight for the vacant 
throne of Ayutthaya. After both his brother had died, King Borom 
Ratchathirat II became the King. As such, Wat Ratchaburana was built during 
the early Ayutthaya period. The prang was the centerpiece at the temple 

compound. The vault of Wat Ratchaburana became known to the public some decades ago, and looters broke into the 
vault in 1957. The looters were apprehended, but a lot of the stolen goods were never recovered. Later on more than 
100,000 votive Buddhist tablets were found, as well as gold jewelry with a combined weight of more than 100 
kilograms. The vaults inside the main prang also displayed mural paintings, depicting the previous lives of the Buddha. 
Unfortunately, over the last few years these images have deteriorated a lot. Only very few visible images are left. 
A large amount of the golden artefacts and treasures found at Wat Ratchaburana are displayed in the Chao Sam Phraya 
National Museum. This museum also houses a nice collection of Buddha images in different styles, and wooden door 
panels from different temples in Ayutthaya. 
 

Wat Chai Wattanaram 
Wat Chai Wattanaram was built in 1630 by King Prasat Thong during the 
later period of Ayutthaya. It was built to commemorate his mother's 
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hometown and to celebrate his coronation. The main prang is surrounded by many lesser prangs and towers in eight 
directions. The main prang is believed to contain relics of the Lord Buddha. Another theory is that it was also built to 
commemorate yet another victory of the Khmer, therefore going back in using Khmer architecture. 
The main prang symbolizes Mount Meru, and the four small corner prangs symbolize the four continents where human 
beings live (Buddhist cosmology view). Around the central structure with the main prang, in the eight direction, large 
tower buildings are present, which are connected by a gallery, containing numerous Buddha images (now almost all of 
them have been decapitated). The Buddha images are in royal attire, and some images still show a crown on the head of 
the Buddha. The Ubosoth (coronation hall) is in front of the main prang compound, located towards the river. Only the 
base of the ubosoth is left in place. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


